American Warrior Day of Honor

Teacher/Leader Resource Packet
www.AmericanWarrior.org

The following materials are included to assist the teacher or leader of
letter writers to prepare their letters. Please contact the Letter
Coordinators to request what you would like to have to support your
efforts. Questions and suggestions to improve this packet and the
process of writing letters are welcome. Thank you for your contributions
to this effort. Our veterans tell us that the letters represent a physical
reminder of this amazing day that they treasure each time they read or
share them.

1. Teacher/Leader Guide: Provides information for the writing of
letters.

2. “Unconditional Patriotism:” Written by Janis Ingham, teacher at
Pawcatuck M. S. in Stonington, CT, it provides a good overview of
the Day of Honor and motivation for the writers. It is best read
orally.

3. “Reflection: The Flight Home:” This is based upon conversations
with two veterans who participated in a Day of Honor. It expresses
the value these letters have in their lives. As above, it is most
effective when read orally.

4. Letter Template: Some writer’s benefit from a model of what the
letter should look like and phrases and sentences to begin and
embellish their writing. The phrases and sentences are from actual
letters written to veterans.

5. Sample Letters: Again, these are actual letters written to veterans
on past Days of Honor. They meet the criteria expressed in the
Teacher/Leader Guide and set a standard for the writers to reach.
These represent writers from elementary, middle, and high school.
You may choose those you wish to use dependent upon the grade
levels of your writers.

6. Letterhead Sample Template: You may complete this with your own
information or contact the Letter Coordinators who can provide a
print-ready copy. Because we are a 100% volunteer organization
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and target all of our funds to provide a Day of Honor for as many
veterans as we can we are not able to provide copying services or
reimbursement. Thank you for your understanding. You may
choose to use your school/organization letterhead.

7. Control Sheet: Contains the “Names” and “Branch of Service” for the
veterans your writers will be addressing their letters. Please note:
these may not arrive until closer to the due date because there are
changes in this list up to the Day of Honor. These veterans are from
World War Il and the Korean Conflict and their health is often a
factor in their participation. However, we make every effort to
provide the medical support staff, supplies and equipment so that
as many as are able can participate.

8. American Warrior Brochures and Cards. These are useful for
sharing with others interested in what the writers are doing. We will
provide several copies for this use.

Contact: Deborah and Andrew Carrano
401-322-4027
SchoolSuccess@cox.net
Operation Freedom Legacy Educational Outreach
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“Uncondi ti one
Community Service Challenge

Thanks to Janis Ingham, Teacher
Pawcatuck M.S., Stonington, CT

e

Sixty-five years after World War II, veterans are being sent on day trips
to Washington, D.C. to be honored at a special ceremony at the World
War Il Memorial. Over 16 million Americans served in WWII. More than
400,000 died in the war and several million were wounded. The WWII
Memorial was completed in 2004. Today, the average age of WWII
veterans is over 85; more than 1000 pass away every day. Most WWII
veterans have never visited their Memorial.

100 WWII veterans are flown to Washington, D.C. for a Day of Honor at
no cost to them. They spend the day visiting memorials and monuments,
reflecting, and receiving special recognitions. They are flown back home
that night.

During the flight home, each veteran is given a letter of thanks and
appreciation written by a young student. The letters are the culmination
of a very meaningful day for these special men and women. They are
symbolic of the connection between the past, the present, and the future
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These heroes went to war to defend our way of life in the USA. They did
this OOT AT T A E GvitH no Arbnlisk)that they would prevail in this
goal or even return to their families and former lives. They not only
prevailed, but also changed the USA and the world forever. They
returned to work and education, married and had families, built new
industries, and gave us the quality of life that we enjoy today.

We need letter writers who can share sincere thoughts of thanks and

admiration for their sacrifices. These letters become a tangible memory
that they will treasure for the rest of their lives.
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AmericanWarrior
Day of Honor
I Reflection: The Flight Home

{This is a composite of the experience of two World War Il veterans returning from an

American Honor Flight as told to their adult children who accompanied them as

guardians. The quotes from letters they received are real as are the feelings expressed

by these two “heroes”. Though they rejected
heroes to their families and the young students who wrote to them. It is recommended

that it be read aloud to the student writers to help them understand how important

their letters will be to these veterans.}

REFLECTION: THE FLIGHT HOME

[ awaken from my slumber as overhead lights go on at each seat. We are not yet

home but the plane is coming alive with chatter. It has been a very long, emotional

day and my soldier comrades are as tired as [ am. Still in a daze, my Leader hands

iA O1TT A ATOATTPAOG ATT1 O1TAETC O- AE1 #Allo6 AO
unexpected and I think that perhaps a mistake has been made. [ turn on my

overhead light and I look at who the letters are addressed to; [ see my name.

Around me other soldiers are reading their letters, sharing them with each other,
and many have tears in their eyes. Now animated, a once exhausted planeload of
soldiers is gaining energy as we head home.

I open the first letter. It is signed (Mary®from a school in my hometown. She does
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surely a mistake. [ am not a hero; I am a soldier and did what I had to do.

Then the memories flood in. Memories I held at bay for six decades. Memories of

waiting - seemingly forever - then being thrown into battle in seconds, automatically

doing what I was trained to do, the noise of armaments and shouts of people, the

odors mixing together, tending to wounded, the weariness, grieving for lost

comrades, and the fear that is always with you. I silently pray to see my loved ones
again.

[ turn back to the letters at hand trying to block these thoughts from so long ago.

This one is from Mark who is in eighth grade. His words touching my heart, he

states, 0) Al DBOT OA OI AA Al 11 AOEAAT AT A O EAOA
much I appreciate your defending our democratic way of IE /A 8 6
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a soldier and I wish he were stillaliveso) AT Ol A OEAT E EEI OI11 860
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is going to be hard but [ want to be like my dad who is in the Army in Iraq and my

grandfather who was in Vietnam. My grandfather told me that his father was a

Marine in World War II and fought in the Pacific just like you did. [ am as proud of

you as I am of my family. Thank you8 bis hard to imagine that my generation of .
soldiersstillhasET &£ OAT AA 11 OT AAuUdO Ul 61 ¢ PAI bl A8
Back to Mary, who concludes her letter with: 09 1T OO0 AAT ET U |1 600 AA OAOl
have a real hero in their lives.0

Reading these letters touches me in a way that I cannot describe. Thanking me for
service so many years ago. Feelings return that I have shut out for so long and have
not even fully shared with members of my family. I came home to them when so
many did not. I went back to school, got a job, married and raised a family who gave
me grandchildren and great-grandchildren. I never forgot the war but I forced it into
the background to move forward.

These letters are as precious to me as the letters [ saved from my loved ones at
home during the war The power of these letters is not only the praises and
appreciation they express but that they unlocked the reason why I became a soldier:
to make our country safe for my family and every family in America. I am not a hero
Zlam a very lucky soldier who returned home.

{Prepared by Deborah and Andrew Carrano after conversations with their fathers
whom they accompanied on a Day of Honor).
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Letter Template
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{Dear Student: Thank you for writing a letter to a veteran who serv ed our
country . You may use these thoughts to write your letter. Some students have
included drawings when appropriate. You r teacher or leader will have some
model letters written by other students. After your teacher or leader reviews
your draft you will write a final copy on a letterhead provided to you.}

Dear Mr./Mrs. {Last name of Veteran},

Thank you for your service in the {branch of service in which the veteran has
served. Your teacher or leader has this information }.

Key Phrases:

{You may use these phrases in sentences or write your own to express your
appreciation for the sacrifices and contributions of the veteran to whom you are
writing this letter. A stud ent just like you wrote these to veterans who traveled
in the past several years.}

service to our country.
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8 avery unselfish person.
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I hope you enjoyed your day at the World War Il Memorial. You earned this
honor through your unselfish service in the {branch of the military }.

I am proud to be an American and to have this opportunity to tell you how
much I appreciate your defending our democratic way of life.
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You and other veterans made our country the best in the world. We will never
forget you and other veterans for all you have done for us.

You and other veterans deserve to be honored every day.

Sincerely,
{Your first name only a nd grade level}

Sample Veteran Letter 1
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Dear Mr./Mrs. {Last Name}:

Thank you for your service to our great country. Not many alive today could have

done what you did so many years ago. Our entire class will remember the reasons

you and others fought so hard for our freedoms.

IfyouhaOA AOAO OAAA OEA Hbykohn MCOrak, yo&kndwiaddA OO & EAIT A
Ol AAOOOAT A OEA DPEOAOA O1 AOO x fourdmen@eA 086 7A E
or what you did for our country. The minute Americans do forget is the minute

AmeriAA 11 OAO EO8O0 AOOOOAS
O! Al ®dtfrgetdit@d EEOOT OU EAO 11 AOOOOA8G
-Carl Sagan
Sincerely,

{first name} {Grade}

Sample Veteran Letter 2
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Dear Mr./Mrs. {Last Name}:

[ am writing to thank you for your courageous service to our country. The sacrifice
you made to serve this great country will never be forgotten. You had to leave your
family and friends to fight a war that has given my life, and many other American
Citizens, the freedoms we know today.

417 1T A Ul O AOAdeshrve@(b&adntir8deveddayDThank you so much
for making our country the great country it is today.

lThopA UT O EAOA AT E{ URBO@I @O AGPHADOIRAZEE OA

Sincerely,

{First Name} {Grade}

Sample Veteran Letter 3
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Dear Mr./Mrs. {Last Name}:

Your service to our country deserves our thanks. You fought for our freedoms,
defended our country, and made our country the great place it is today. We are all
very proud of you for making the United States of America a better place for all of us.

I'hope you enjoyed your visit to the World War Il Memorial in Washington D.C.
today. Itis a very specialO$ AU | Afor folu dnd youbr comrades.

Thank you once again for your service to our country so many years ago. Your
service will never be forgotten.

Thank you my HERO!

Sincerely,

{First Name} {Grade}

Sample Veteran Letter 4
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Dear Mr./Mrs. {Last Name}:

Thank you! You put yourself in danger to fight for the future of our country. I honor
your courage and bravery! Everyone, I believe, should admire your strength. Here is
a poem | wrote for you.

Thank you so much for everything you do
7EAT ) EAAO OEA xI1 OA O(AOi 6 EO OAI ET A
You fought for our country almost everyday

While being in another country so far away

Thank you again for protecting our country. Thi DA U7 & AT ET UAA Ul OO O$ A
at the World War Il Memorial.

Sincerely,

{First Name} {Grade}

Sample Veteran Letter 6
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Dear Mr./Mrs. {Last Name}:

Navy is a four letter, simple, small word. Most people think of navy as a
color. The last time | used the word navy was probably when | picked out
my pants. “I’'m wearing my navy jeans today, okay, Mom?”

But the word “navy” does not represent a color all of the time.

Navy represents a group of people joined together to fight for freedom
and their country on ships. These are noble people willing to die to
protect the people counting on them. There were hundreds of thousands
of people at home relying on those in the Navy to keep them safe. You
were one of these brave people so many years ago. You fought to protect
the people of the United States of America. You are a hero.

Thank you for your sacrifice almost seventy years ago. | hope you enjoyed
your “Day of Honor” at the World War Il Memorial.

You deserve it!

Sincerely,

{First Name} {Grade}

Sample Veteran Letter 7
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Dear Mr./Mrs. {Last Name}:

Thank you for being a Marine in World War Il. You fought bravely and
nobly to defend our country. | have a cousin who is in training as a Young
Marine. | know he will be as brave and selfless as you were when you
fought.

| know a lot of Americans take our freedoms that we have for granted. |
probably do too, most of the time. But writing to you has reminded me of
how thankful | am every day for the Marines, the Army, the Air Force, and
Navy. | am also thankful for every soldier who is fighting now in Iraq or
who has fought in past wars, all the people who have served this great
country to keep America safe, from sea to shining sea.

Your sacrifice by placing yourself in harms way to protect your country
makes you a “hero,” a model for everyone.

| hope you enjoyed your “Day of Honor” at the World War Il Memorial.
Thank you again for being a Marine and serving this great county.

Sincerely,

{First Name} {Grade}

Sample Veteran Letter 8
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Dear Mr./Mrs. {Last Name}:

Thank you so much for your service in the {Army, Navy, Army Air Corps,
Air Force, or Marines}. Defending our country was a very brave thing to
do. I don’t know if | could have done it. You placed yourself in harms way
fighting for all of our freedom. You are a model and a ‘hero’ for keeping
us safe.

| really hope you enjoyed your “Day of Honor” visiting the World War Il
Memorial. You earned this through your great service to our country.
Your family must be so proud. | know | am proud to be an American and
have this great opportunity to tell you how much | appreciate your service
in defending our democratic way of life. We will never forget you and
other veterans for all you have done to make this the greatest country in
the world ... The United States of America!

Sincerely,

{First Name} {Grade}

Sample Veteran Letter 9
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Dear Mr./Mrs. {Last Name}:

First, | want to attempt to express my gratitude for your service to our
country. | am honored to write to you. You had the courage to step
forward when no one else would. You had to leave behind your family

and friends and go into an unfamiliar place from which you might not
have returned. | can only compare this to being shoved in the deep end of
a swimming pool and barely knowing how to swim. Somehow, you kick
and kick and your head bobs to the surface. Well you did the same to
have fought, survived, and returned home safely to your family. | hope
someday to have half the braveness it took for you to keep going each
and every day.

| hope you enjoyed your “Day of Honor” at the World War Il Memorial. You
are my inspiration. Thank you.

Sincerely,

{First Name} {Grade}

Sample Veteran Letter 10
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Dear Mr./Mrs. {Last Name}:

Thank you for your service to our great country. When | think of you |
don’t think of Superman saving the day, | think of you saving our future.
But then | also think about what you had to sacrifice. You were away from
your loved ones and maybe missing the births of your children or their
birthdays.

So it is with the most sincere words | say: “I’m sorry for the sacrifices you
had to make.” “Thank you for the sacrifices you made for every American,
past, present, and future.” and “I hope you had a wonderful ‘Day of
Honor’ at the World War Il Memorial.

Thank you!

Sincerely,

{First Name} {Grade}

Sample Veteran Letter 11
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Dear Mr./Mrs. {Last Name}:

Thank you so much for everything you did to help protect our country. It
is hard to express how thankful | am for the sacrifice you made for all
Americans. You took a huge risk to keep America a free country, to keep
millions of people in many generations free from the power of other
countries. You are a true ‘hero’ that will be honored throughout the
United States of America.

| am part of a Navy family. My dad is in the Navy and has been deployed
to Iraq two times. | know the sacrifices a family must endure.

Once again, ‘thank you, my hero!’

Sincerely,

{First Name} {Grade}
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