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Sixty-five years after World War II, veterans are being sent on day trips to 

Washington, D.C. to be honored at a special ceremony at the World War II 

Memorial. Over 16 million Americans served in WWII. More than 400,000 died in 

the war and several million were wounded. The WWII Memorial was completed in 

2004. Today, the average age of WWII veterans is over 85; more than 1000 pass 

away every day. Most WWII veterans have never visited their Memorial.  

 

100 WWII veterans are flown to Washington, D.C. for a Day of Honor at no cost to 

them. They spend the day visiting memorials and monuments, reflecting, and 

receiving special recognitions. They are flown back home that night.  

 

During the flight home, each veteran is given a letter of thanks and appreciation 

written by a young student. The letters are the culmination of a very meaningful 

day for these special men and women. They are symbolic of the connection 

between the past, the present, and the future and reinforce the veterans’ special 

sense of pride and patriotism. 

 

These heroes went to war to defend our way of life in the USA. They did this 

“unconditionally” with no promise that they would prevail in this goal or even 

return to their families and former lives. They not only prevailed, but also 

changed the USA and the world forever. They returned to work and education, 

married and had families, built new industries, and gave us the quality of life that 

we enjoy today. 

 

We need letter writers who can share sincere thoughts of thanks and admiration 

for their sacrifices. These letters become a tangible memory that they will 

treasure for the rest of their lives. 


